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was. We have heard tonight of his ef-
forts to create or strengthen various 
scientific institutions, the National 
Science Foundation, the White House 
Science Advisers, OSTP, the EPA, the 
Office of Technology Assessment, 
NASA. He advanced international sci-
entific cooperation, energy conserva-
tion, alternative sources of energy, sus-
tainable agriculture, peaceful uses of 
space. He advanced the cause of peace 
around the world. 

I have long respected George Brown 
for these contributions as a scientist 
and as a Member of Congress before I 
got to know him. When I was a AAAS 
fellow in Congress in the early 1980’s, 
George Brown served as a positive ex-
ample to us fellows of how government 
policy could be used in the support and 
advancement of science. His personal 
enthusiasm and passion for science and 
for the people associated with the 
fields of science has left perhaps the 
most lasting impression of George 
Brown around the country. 

And, Mr. Speaker, I will provide for 
the RECORD some of the remarks of 
other AAAS fellows who have shared 
with me their memories of George 
Brown.

George Brown understood the big pic-
ture of how science could benefit the 
world and how to construct govern-
ment mechanisms and policy to appro-
priately support it. I believe no one in 
Washington had a better understanding 
of the role and the nature of science. 

George Brown was a champion of 
science, but he was not an apologist for 
science. It was George who challenged 
both the scientific community and its 
policy advocates to be self-aware, yes, 
to be self-critical lest we continue to, 
in his words, develop an uncritical 
faith that where science leads us is 
where we want to go. 

George Brown did not shy away from 
asking the tough questions. He pointed 
out that ‘‘It is still difficult to draw a 
correlation between scientific and 
technological capability on the one 
hand and quality of life on the other.’’ 
He reminded us that if we look at the 
world as a whole, it is not at all clear 
that advances in science and tech-
nology have translated into sustain-
able advances in the quality of life for 
the majority of the human race. 

He warned us of the potential soci-
etal crisis fueled by a deteriorating 
public education system, unaffordable 
health care, ethnic polarization, urban 
violence, environmental degradation, 
and the lack of political courage and 
leadership necessary for decisive action 
on these matters. Representative 
George E. Brown, Jr. had that kind of 
courage and he demonstrated it in each 
of his 18 terms in this House. George 
Brown never took the easy or politi-
cally expedient way. What a model he 
provided for us. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield to my good 
friend and colleague, the gentleman 
from California (Mr. FARR).

Mr. FARR of California. Mr. Speaker, 
I thank the gentleman for yielding to 
me, and I would like to add, Marta, 
that I felt that memorializing your 
husband, our colleague, in statuary 
hall, where he was surrounded by some 
of the greatest leaders of this country, 
was appropriate because in my mind 
George was as great as all of them and 
he should be in that hall. He is in this 
hall here tonight, because as long as 
someone is in our minds, they are here. 

We have heard from his colleagues 
tonight. What a great father for the 
State of California. I do not think any-
body understood what made California 
tick, what made California the center 
of so many excellences, the center of 
excellence for electronics, the center of 
excellence for the entertainment indus-
try, the center of excellence for agri-
culture, and so many kinds of agri-
culture. Agriculture in the north and 
agriculture in the south, totally dif-
ferent. From row crops to forestry, to 
all kinds of diversity, he understood 
the diversity of the people who live in 
the great State of California. 

When we talked to him, we realized 
that we were talking to someone who 
grasped the entire potential of Cali-
fornia. I think he saw that defined 
through science and technology; that if 
we could take enough good minds and 
put those good minds to practical use 
on beautiful places, like the diversity, 
the geographical diversity, that we 
cannot help but solve problems. And 
those problems are not just solved for 
California, they are solved for the 
United States. And when they are 
solved for the United States, they are 
solved for the world. 

Just a remarkable human being in 
our time. Every one of us was touched 
by him. I think that he was, indeed, 
one of the fathers of modern California, 
and for that we will forever remember 
him as one of the great statues of this 
great state.
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TRIBUTE TO THE LATE GEORGE E. 
BROWN, JR. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. HUNTER) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. HUNTER. Mr. Speaker, I am not 
going to use 5 minutes, because my col-
leagues have spoken much more elo-
quently than I could, and I also want to 
thank the gentleman from Wisconsin 
(Mr. RYAN) for delaying his long await-
ed special order to allow us to com-
plete this California memory of George 
Brown.

I think that the centerpiece and the 
trademark of our democracy in this 
House of Representatives is civility. 
The ability of the Members of the 
House to have close quarters combat 
on values and on philosophy and yet re-
main civil to each other. And I think if 
there was anything that George Brown 

taught not only the delegation but the 
rest of the House it was civility. 

He did all the things that my col-
leagues have mentioned. When we on 
the Republican side ran strong, tough 
races against him, the next time we 
saw him, he would be smiling, he would 
be beaming, he would be winning, and 
he would not hold it against you. It 
was an amazing lesson. I think it was a 
lesson that we all ourselves tried to 
emulate, and in that sense he threw a 
rock into the pond and caused a lot of 
ripples of civility. He helped us to be 
better to each other. 

He was a guy with a great good sense 
of humor. I recall when we were work-
ing the Salton Sea project, which he 
was a real champion of, and he worked 
with the gentleman from California 
(Mr. LEWIS), the gentleman from Cali-
fornia (Mr. BONO), the gentlewoman 
from California (Mrs. Bono), the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. CALVERT),
and myself on that project, and one 
day, on an extremely windy day, we 
went to the Salton Sea, which is fed by 
the most polluted river in North Amer-
ica, the New River, when the waves 
were about two feet high and had 
whitecaps, and we were to go out with 
the Secretary of the Interior Mr. Bab-
bitt on these air boats and tour the 
Salton Sea. 

As George and I walked down to our 
air boat, I noticed that our two seats 
were extremely low to the water. And I 
looked over at the Secretary of the In-
terior’s air boat and he had a high seat 
that was about five feet off the water. 
And I asked a friend of mine, who was 
a native there in Imperial Valley, and 
George Brown was born in Imperial 
Valley, in Holtville, he was really a 
man of the desert, and I asked this 
friend of mine, do you want to go out? 
And he says, not on your life. He said, 
this is the most polluted stuff in North 
America. He said, you are going to be 
catching that stuff right in your teeth. 

So I suggested to the fish and wildlife 
people, who were conducting the tour, 
that maybe George and I might be al-
lowed to ride in the air boat that had 
the high seats. And, of course, we were 
denied that privilege. That went to Mr. 
Babbitt. So George says, looks like 
they have a little something less for 
us. They provided us with a single 
sheet of plastic. I think we were to pull 
up like a makeshift windshield to keep 
ourselves from getting too much of this 
pollution in the teeth. 

We got lots of it that day. And here 
was George Brown, a guy who had im-
mense prestige and political power, and 
could have been doing a lot more com-
fortable things than riding around in 
the Salton Sea with whitecaps coming 
over the stern of this little air boat, be-
cause he believed in this cause of 
cleaning up the Salton Sea. That was 
George Brown. A man of great civility, 
a man with great good humor. 

And I like to think of George as 
being a real product of this country 
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